
“Who Is This Man?” 
“The Angry Jesus” 

 
The Season of Lent has begun.  We have begun a new sermon series “Who is this Man?” The next few 
weeks we will concentrate on seeing God in all the faces and experiences of Jesus. We have focused on 
both the Tempted Jesus and the Compassionate Jesus. Yesterday we concentrated on “The Angry Jesus.”   
Many of the images of Jesus are those of caring, loving and kind.  Those are excellent images, but Jesus 
also was angry, at injustice, at behavior that led people away from God and particularly at religious 
authorities that seemed to be more interested in self-promotion than in helping others connect to the living 
God.  May this Jesus be a source of strength and challenge during the coming week. – Pastor Cindy 
  
Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “The Angry Jesus" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for the Week   
Dear God, please save us from bad tempers; from using anger to get our own way or from using it to hurt 
others.  Teach us good anger.  Help us to get angry about all those wicked things that frighten and hurt 
other people.  Give us more of Jesus’ brand of anger which was filled with love for you and love for all 
those poor who were being treated badly.  In Christ’s loving name we pray, Amen! 
(@Bruce Prewer) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at http://sundaystreams.com/go/firstwichita  



Study Guide 
 
Monday, March 5, 2018   John 2: 13-17  In the gospel of John, Jesus’ cleansing of the temple comes early, in Matthew it comes after the triumphal entry into Jerusalem (celebrated as Palm Sunday.)   This cleansing is recorded in all four gospels.  Obviously Jesus’ anger was memorable.  All four accounts speak to his anger about the temple being made into a “marketplace” or den of “robbers.”  What most modern readers don’t know is that the “money changers” were necessary in order for people to buy the livestock for sacrifices.  Temple money was different, as it did not have the likeness of Caesar or idols carved upon it.  Most film representations make these vendors as people more interested in profit than in helping people do their religious duty.  What would be a more contemporary example for the 
moneychangers?  What do you think would make Jesus angry in the midst of today’s church?  
Tuesday, March 6, 2018    John 2: 18-22 Remember, that in John, Jesus cleaning out the temple takes place very early.  In the other gospels, this story takes place during Holy Week and helps set up Jesus’ arrest and trial. Here, though, Jesus is not known. The religious leaders are curious, and perhaps a bit perturbed by this outsider (as in small town rabbi) coming in and criticizing their practices. How dare Jesus? And Jesus says he will tear down the temple and build it back in 3 days. The leadership is naturally suspicious. What does it all mean? What is Jesus doing? Jesus in this passage may be condemning practices which didn’t lead to a new life of faith. Can Jesus anger lead to a changed life? Can Jesus’ confronting the leadership 
transform the community?  
Wednesday, March 7, 2018  Ephesians 4: 26-27 In the beginning of the fourth chapter, Paul is encouraging the church at Ephesus to lead lives worthy of Christ. He is a prisoner, but he reminds the church that they are one body because of Christ. He notes there are many different gifts that the people of God are given.  In these verses we read that anger is not in and of itself sinful. “Be angry without sinning.” It is not set, but basically, don’t brood, don’t feed the anger, don’t let it become resentment or bitterness. If you do, that is when sin sets in. What are some examples for you of what “righteous” anger might look like? How is 
Jesus’ anger a basis for those examples?  
Thursday, March 8, 2018  Ephesians 4: 28-30 In these verses Paul is very clear about behavior.  It isn’t just about the feeling of anger, it is about how people behave. Don’t steal, let your hands do good work. Do not use foul language. Only say what is helpful for the building up of the community of faith.  Don’t make God’s spirit unhappy, for you have been redeemed. I think sometimes we think of foul language as “cuss” words when perhaps it is any language that tears others down, mocks others, or might cause others to think of things that are not good, right and just. We are children of God, redeemed and claimed. What things 
have you done in your life that have not been about building up the body of Christ? How can you be 
reminded that what you say and do makes a difference? 
 
Friday, March 9, 2018   Ephesians 29-5: 1 In these verses we are called to imitate God. That is interesting, considering that the focus for this week is the angry Jesus. How can our anger be used for building up the community of faith rather 
than tearing it down? How can our anger be used to help change lives and transform communities? 
How can we be kind, compassionate and forgiving and use a righteous anger to change the things that 
are unjust in this world?  May the anger of Jesus help us to be part of the change that brings God’s kingdom.    


