
“Who Is This Man?” 
“The Loving Jesus” 

 
We are more than halfway through the Season of Lent.  Our sermon series “Who is this Man?” has helped us consider the 
many faces and experiences of Jesus. We have reflected on the tempted Jesus, the compassionate Jesus, the angry Jesus 
and the scandalous Jesus. In some ways, the Jesus we encounter this week is similar to the compassionate and scandalous 
Jesus. For in our gospel reading, Jesus is both shocking and caring. We will ponder what is means for Jesus to be loving 
as well as compassionate and scandalous.  He always seems to get himself in such interesting predicaments. Jesus loves 
with a depth and understanding for those who others would despise and reject. Perhaps, not so different than what Jesus, 
himself, will experience in the weeks ahead. May the loving Jesus guide and direct our thoughts, words and actions during 
the coming week. --Pastor Cindy  
  
Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “The Loving Jesus" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer for the Week   
Come, Holy God.  Offer us your mantle of love and power in this place.  In the shelter of its love, let us lay before you our 
troubles, our longings, our hopes.  Let its power open us to new ways through difficulty, struggle and loss into your 
Spirit’s realm of joy and peace.  Come, Holy God, in your presence there is fullness of glory.  Amen.  (Rev Catherine Rolling) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at http://sundaystreams.com/go/firstwichita  



Study Guide 
 
Monday, March 19, 2018   Jeremiah 31: 31-34 
The thirty first chapter of Jeremiah is a chapter of love, redemption and the promise of restoration. The promise doesn’t 
make light of the pain and suffering the people have experienced. It is named and claimed and God promises to restore 
them, their grief will be gone and their mourning turned into laughter. I would recommend reading the whole chapter in 
order to understand the context of these verses. This promise of restoration is accompanied with a new covenant, not one 
written on stone or scrolls, but on the human heart. All will know God, not because of what someone says, but because 
God’s presence will be written on their hearts, and will be made real in their very lives. Paired with our gospel reading, 
perhaps this is what the woman experienced. Forgiveness of sins, the very presence of God in Jesus offering redemption, 
restoration and love. How do you experience that presence of God written on your heart and known in your spirit? 
 
Tuesday, March 20, 2018   John 8: 1-2 
This particular story is one that has been debated through the ages. Beginning with John 7: 53, there has been a question 
as to whether or not this text belongs here or belongs at all. Some Bibles put this at the end of John, some put it in much 
smaller print and make a foot note about it. It is interesting to me, because this story speaks so deeply to the love Jesus 
had for everyone. In the first two verses, he was doing what he often did, he was teaching and people were responding. In 
such a public place it is not a surprise that in the next verses he will be challenged. If you read a few verses back in 
chapter 7, you will notice that the religious leaders are unhappy and condemning those who are fascinated with Jesus, all 
except Nicodemus who comes to Jesus’ defense and he also is mocked. How do you see Jesus? In your life, who is Jesus 
to you? 
 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018   John 8: 3-6 
Here we get to the meat of the story. A woman has been caught in “adultery” and is brought before Jesus. The religious 
leaders are setting a trap for Jesus. If he says the woman shouldn’t be stoned, they can say he isn’t a real prophet or leader. 
If he says she should,  he will be put in a bad position with the people he is teaching. It was an uncomfortable place to be. 
While many people get nervous when they are being tested or pushed, Jesus takes his time. He writes in the sand and 
generations have wanted to know exactly what Jesus wrote or drew. I think whatever it was, Jesus was taking a break, a 
pause as he contemplated how he would care and love this woman in front of him. The wrong choice would mean a 
violent death at the hands the crowd. How humiliating for her, and how long those minutes must have seemed. Have you 
ever been “caught” and had to wait to see what would happen to you? Have you ever been the one judging? 
 
Thursday, March 22, 2018  John 8: 7-9 
The leaders kept pressing. Jesus stands up and states, “The one without sin should cast the first stone.” He began writing 
on the ground again. One by one, everyone leaves. This statement, “the one without sin should cast the first stone,” has 
been used generation to generation. Sometimes it is used as a way to excuse behavior, rather than push up against 
judgment. Jesus never says that the woman hasn’t sinned, only that those who were so determined to execute her should 
examine their own behavior. The questions raised by this episode (where was the man, one cannot commit adultery 
alone), (why this legal issue) cannot be overlooked.  Jesus love in this moment is more than for the woman, Jesus is 
offering love and grace to those who condemn her. Jesus invites them to step back and remember the love of God and the 
love of neighbor. How do you find ways to step away from condemnation?  How do you find ways to forgive those who 
have wronged you or to let go of resentment and bitterness?  
Friday, March 23, 2018 Finally,  it is just Jesus and this woman. When He asks her, “who condemns you?”, how her heart must have leapt. “There is no one, sir”   “I don’t condemn you either, go and sin no more. “  What love is this? What wondrous love is this?  Jeremiah promises that the time is coming when God will forgive our sins and remember them no more.  WE often rehearse if not our own sins, then someone else’s.  Jesus loves this woman so much, he offers her a new life, new hope and a new opportunity.  That is what a loving, scandalous and compassionate savior looks like. How will you live like Jesus’ lives this week? 


