
ONCE UPON A THRONE 
“David, the Second King: Gifted, Godly and Greedy” 

 
We have begun a new sermon series: Once Upon a Throne. This series plays upon our long-term interest in 

royalty and in their lives. Israel wanted a king. The people wanted to be like all the other nations, rather than to 

stand apart as a people chosen by God to live by faith. The stories of our biblical rulers are filled with 

redemption and loss, rebellion, and faithfulness. The “players” includes kings and queens, priests and prophets 

and the people longing for a better life. While in our American culture we don’t have royalty, we have the same 

need to idolize and worship our leaders as the “fix” or “solution.” The gift of our Hebrew scripture is that it 

always shows the people of God in all their “glory” good and evil, faithful, and unfaithful. Over the next few 

weeks, the readings themselves will be lengthy as we try and cover a great deal of the stories within 1st and 

2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings and 1st and 2nd Chronicles. Beginning this Wednesday at 5:00, Pastor 

Rebecca will be a leading study to unpack some of the scriptures. It will be fun and filled with activities! Last 

week we were introduced to Saul and his mental illness. We also saw how David’s story is deeply intertwined 

with Saul’s. This week we dive deep into David’s story. I would encourage you to read all of 2nd Samuel to get 

a good understanding of David’s life. In all of scripture he is the favorite of all the kings. However, he isn’t 

perfect and while he is a “man after God’s own heart,” his own faults and failings have deep consequences. 

David after failing and sinning, still turns back to God. From Generation to Generation, it is David’s name and 

legacy that is raised as the hopeful wait upon the gift of the Messiah, God with us. May this week bring 

forgiveness in the midst of sin and the strength to face consequences of our brokenness with grace and love.   

Pastor Cindy Watson 

 

Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon: “David, the Second King: Gifted, Godly and Greedy." 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Daily Prayer 
WE name you king, Lord, sovereign. We trust you, except sometimes we do not. We take matters into our own 

hands. WE fashion power and authority and sovereignty; enforced by law and bureaucracy and weapons , we 

think  to make ourselves safe. And then learn, staggeringly, how insufficient is our product, how thin is our law, 

how ineffective is our bureaucracy, how important our weapons. We are driven back to you---your will, your 

purpose, your requirements: care for land, neighbor future. We name you king, Lord, sovereign---so 

undemocratic! And in naming become aware of our status before you…loved, sent, summoned. We pray in the 

name of the loved, sent, summoned Jesus. Amen.   From Prayers for a Privileged People, by Walter Brueggemann 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn 

 
 
 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn


STUDY GUIDE 
 

Monday, June 21, 2021   1 Samuel 16: 1-13; 2 Samuel 5: 1-12  David Anointed King 

David is anointed while a boy in secret and while Saul is still king. Last week we read how many times Saul 

sought to have David killed and how David never retaliated. In fact, David mourned the death of Saul and his 

sons. David never sought to overthrow Saul even though that was what Saul believed. David did what was 

right and honored Saul as his king for all of Saul’s life. This in spite of the fact that the people preferred David 

and many encouraged David to take control. David has been described as a “man after God’s own heart” and 

at least to start with it, his integrity showed. Can you think of someone in your life that has that kind of integrity? 

David was not the “first” that his family would have chosen. Is there someone you know who is often 

overlooked that you could encourage in their gifts? 

 

Tuesday June 22, 2021    1 Samuel 17: 19-58; 18: 1-5     David and Goliath 

This story is beloved in children’s programs, Sunday School and VBS lessons. It’s actually pretty bloody and 

gory. The point of the story was to show how David was trusting God, not in how many soldiers were available, 

or how strong the amour might be. David’s trust was in God and God alone. I also think it points to how easy it 

is for the “giants” in our lives to make us uncertain and fearful. The size of the giant is not always the problem. 

How we face the giant or giants in our lives with faith allows us to grow and deepen in our walk with Christ. 

Where do you see giants threatening you?  

 

Wednesday, June 23, 2021      2 Samuel 11: 1-27; 12: 1-14     David and Bathsheba 

This is probably the other well-known story of David’s life. This time, instead of showing he was a “man after 

God’s own heart” he showed instead his brokenness. Breaking the covenant with another man’s wife and then 

having him killed allowed his own self-interests to rule, rather than God’s will and law. This changed everything 

for David. After all his successes, now his relationships began to fall apart. God had promised that his heirs 

would rule (the Messiah would come from the root of Jesse and David’s heirs.) Still there were consequences 

to this major breach of law. Can you think of other people whose unfaithfulness caused great consequences 

for themselves and for their families? How about in your own life? 

 

Thursday, June 24, 2021        2 Samuel 15: 1-17; 18: 1-15, 24-33   Absalom’s rebellion 

Maybe you know of someone who has a broken and fractured relationship with one of their children. Perhaps 

you do. This is not new or unique in the 21st century. The story Absalom goes from 2 Samuel  13-19. You 

might want to read ALL of these chapters. He murdered his brother (the one that raped his sister) undermined 

his father’s authority and tried to take the kingship from him. He “went  into” his father’s wives and concubines 

which broke more commandments along with his brother’s murder. The question may be, did David’s behavior 

with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband cause the fracture that ended up encouraging Absalom’s 

behavior? Still David mourned the death of his son. The brokenness of their relationship impacted an entire 

kingdom. How have you seen your own flaws and sins affect your relationships? In what ways can they be 

mended? 

 

Friday, June 25, 2021      1 Kings 1: 1-21, 28-31; 2: 1-12   Death of David 

Before David died, there was a conflict over who would rule next. Bathsheba had been promised her son 

Solomon would inherit the throne. Other sons were not interested in Solomon ruling the kingdom. David’s sin 

continued to cause conflict in the kingdom. As we will see next week, Solomon would be a good ruler most of 

the time, but he too will fail ultimately. Generation to Generation our faults and sins can cause conflict. In the 

end, however, David is still beloved of God. David still is remembered for being a man after God’s own heart, 

even though he was flawed. How would you like to be remembered? How does your faith impact your life as 

you interact with others?  

 

 


