
ONCE UPON A THRONE 
“The Divided Kingdom: Ahab and Jezebel” 

 
The kingdom is now divided and my oh my do we have a mess! This week your studies will focus on the 

northern kingdom, Israel. You will be become familiar with the figures: Omri, Ahab, Jezebel and Elijah. 

As you read these heavy scriptures, take time to breath, and know that God is with you, that you have a 

God that has stayed faithful to us through covenant throughout the years. Things I’d like to remember 

from today’s sermon: “The Divided Kingdom: Ahab and Jezebel” – Pastor Rebecca Goltry Mohr 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Daily Prayer 
Prayer is our connection to the power that overcomes evil, misunderstanding, and the prejudices and 
conflicts in our own hearts. The Celtic Christian tradition has a prayer called Caim, or Encircling Prayer, 
that gives voice and vision to this connection. You can pray this prayer silently, seeing yourself, loved 
ones, even the church or city, nation or the world in your mind’s eye. As you begin your prayer, envision 
a circle drawn around the one or ones being prayed for. Or you can put your prayer on paper, writing the 
name or names inside a circle. Then pray: 
 
Circle (name or names), Lord.  
Keep comfort near and discouragement afar. Keep peace within and turmoil without. 
Circle (name or names), Lord. Keep hope within, keep despair without. 
Circle (name or names), Lord. Keep light near and darkness far. 
Circle (name or names), Lord. Keep hearts and minds open and fear and intolerance far. 
The eternal Father, Son and Holy Spirit shield (name or names) on every side. 

Amen. 
 - Jennifer Creager, United Methodist Church of the Resurrection Prayer Ministry 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

This week’s sermon may be viewed at https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://boxcast.tv/channel/f9yfyjzko2esfwfc5vkn


STUDY GUIDE 
 

Monday, July 12, 2021     1 Kings 13:1-33     Jeroboam I and the man of God 

The dynastic principle, that son succeed father on the throne, which provided stability in the  southern 

kingdom of Judah, was never established in the northern kingdom of Israel. In Israel, in the period of 

eighty-seven years from the accession of Jeroboam I (928 BCE) to that of Jehu (842 BCE) ten kings 

belonging to five different families ruled, and four were killed during coups. Jeroboam I is the first king of 

the northern kingdom after the kingdom becomes divided, read this chapter to find out more about the 

first king that will pave the way for dysfunction in the northern kingdom of Israel. Do you think Jeroboam 

was as evil as the bible portrays him? What were some of Jeroboam’s faults?  

 

Tuesday, July 13, 2021     1 Kings 16:21-33     Omri, then Ahab rule Israel 

The dynasty of Omri, consisting of four kings during the mid-ninth century BCE, was one of the most 

powerful in the history of the northern kingdom. Omri moved the capital to Samaria, and his successor 

Ahab constructed a lavish royal city. Israel’s political and economic power was enhanced by an alliance 

with the Phoenician kingdom of Tyre to the north, and alliance cemented by the marriage of Ahab to 

Jezebel. Today, read the introduction to Omri and his son, Ahab.  

 

Wednesday, July 14, 2021     1 Kings 17:8-24     Elijah and the widow from Zarephath 

Elijah enters the narrative in this chapter, as though he were a character already well known in the bible. 

Many of the events described are miraculous! Elijah is active during the reign of Ahab. He condemns 

Ahab and Jezebel often for their idolatry and for social injustice and is forced to flee for his life. In today’s 

reading, there is a severe drought causing famine throughout the northern kingdom. You will read an 

exchange between Elijah and a woman and their faith in God. Pay attention to how prayer can change 

us. What surprised you with this reading?  

 

Thursday, July 15, 2021     1 Kings 18:20-40     Elijah and the Priests of Baal 

This is showdown between Yahweh and the Canaanite storm god, Baal. With many natural weather 

phenomena occurring, this is one battle to remember. The Baal prophets eventually give up, sweating, 

bloody and unsuccessful. Elijah’s cool confidence must have been infuriating. The audience of the 

Israelites get what they came for, a dramatic show with a clear-cut winner. The crowd chants, ‘Yahweh is 

the true god! Yahweh is the true god!” The story does turn grim when Elijah orders his fans to butcher the 

defeated Baal prophets. Jezebel becomes furious when she hears what happened and she vows to kill 

Elijah as he had killed her prophets. If you were in the crowd what you think about this display? How 

have the way we interact with people of different religious or backgrounds changed in modern times? 

What do you think will come of Elijah and Jezebel? 

  

Friday, July 16 2021     1 Kings 21:1-21     Naboth’s vineyard 

Ahab is a king who seeks the finest and even in the midst of a severe famine where his nation is 

starving, he seeks to secure  himself a vegetable garden by taking the land that had been inherited 

through the covenant of God from Naboth. This story shows how people who wield extraordinary power 

either rise to the occasion and become what we call a statesman or else they lapse into a kind of 

immaturity that the rest of us would never be able to get away with. Ahab wants this garden and Jezebel 

intervenes on his behalf, so he doesn’t get caught in the religious muddy water of inherited land being 

sacred and given by God. When you read this scripture, think about the story from the viewpoint of 

Naboth. How could this story have been resolved? Are there instances  in life today where you see 

similar themes of people in power taking from those without absolute power? 

 


